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ARGUMENT : 

The basic human right is to be sheltered. The habitat is an existential framework of life. The habitat 
is an identity heritage of each community and translates the cultural diversity. It is a cultural and 
cultural mark. This functionality makes the habitat of a community linked to its time and translates 
the fundamental issues of this time. These issues are social, economic and sometimes political. 
However, finding just "a roof" is becoming more and more of an "existential challenge" in many 
parts of the world. The main factors explaining the need for housing for all have become challenges 
linked to demographic growth and the effects of climate change with the multiple displacements 
of populations towards areas perceived by them as more attractive than the areas of departure. 
Land issues are added to demographic and environmental factors in urban centers to make access 
to decent housing more complex. The common challenge for humanity is "the construction of an 
inhabitable earth for all" which, at the operational level, involves the need to create "the conditions, 
if not optimal, at least decent, to make life possible and pleasant" (Didier Bebada, 2020, p. 6).  
If in rural areas, accessibility to housing is financial, in cities or urban centers, affording a home is 
linked to both financial capacity and the availability of land resources. And yet, internal and regional 
displacements create a phenomenon of significant swelling of urban centers. Thus, "more than half 
of the world's population now lives in cities. Slightly less than 30% in 1950, the urbanization rate 
passed the 50% mark in 2007. According to the United Nations, it should be slightly above 60% 
in 2030.  
The situation is particularly worrying in African cities where nearly 70% of the world's population 
will be living in cities by 2050, compared to 55% today. In other words, "two out of three people 
will likely live in cities or other urban centers by 2050"(Becky Chaplin-Kramer, Kytt MacManus, 
Richard Sharp., 2018).  
As for Africa, it "will have 1.2 billion people in urban areas, of which about 200 million will live in 
slums in Sub-Saharan Africa"(Jacques Véron, 2007).  



That is why, from September 2015, the international community, by adopting the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) to replace the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), has made 
habitat a priority issue as much as migration which makes it a major challenge. Thus, of the 17 
SDGs adopted by the United Nations General Assembly, SDG 11 recommends "making cities and 
human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable" (Jacques Véron, 2007).  
The national response for sustainable and decent housing should "support access to housing in 
anticipation of population growth" and certainly consider urbanization as "a central element of 
public housing policy".  
At the policy level, the promotion of sustainable housing requires "implementing effective 
strategies to improve land tenure", developing more flexible urban planning tools that can evolve 
with the territories and meet the demands of the population and strengthen the ecosystem and 
mechanisms for processing and using local building materials at the territory level in order to reduce 
travel costs, ecological footprints and cost prices of housing. The adoption of this device allows 
African researchers to cross various experiences of habitat in time and space for the design of 
housing integrating the specificities of women, people with reduced mobility or living with a 
disability and the size of current households in connection with the effects of climate change. 
This symposium aims to highlight the technical primacy in housing design. But this primacy should 
be based on good housing practices that stand the test of time or that adapt to current times. The 
management of uncertainties and coherence between the choice of architectural and urban 
planning methods are crucial. But for the completeness of the information, the colloquium also 
calls upon the human and social sciences so that the uncertainties and also the legacies of the past 
are integrated into a shared strategic planning of the stakes related to a public policy of the habitat.  
The current symposium aims mainly to study the contexts, challenges, issues and purpose of 
sustainable housing in Africa.  
Specifically, the research results to be communicated will highlight the societal and environmental 
diversity of housing in Africa, compare the logic of actors in housing policies and the results 
obtained less than ten years before the end of the MDGs and analyze the potential of housing in 
neglected areas such as secondary cities, border areas, transborder areas as sustainable and resilient 
responses to the recurring housing crisis in African countries. 
 
AXES OF COMMUNICATION OF THE SYMPOSIUM: 
 
Axis 1 : Habitat, Societies and Environments  
The papers under the heading "Habitat, Societies and Environments" will describe the particularity 
recognized in certain habitats in the history of peoples in terms of architectural and functional 
originality. These papers should highlight the diversity of responses to the question of housing in 
time and space by highlighting the issues, context and challenges that have inspired the actors of 
this architectural innovation.  
In this perspective, researchers are invited to present their research results on the diversity of 
architectural constructions inherited from rural and urban communities, to analyze the logics 
underlying them and the perception of the current generation and research centers. The papers can 
show the capacities or not of these architectural innovations to find sustainable answers to the 
current challenges of urban habitats.  
The papers in this "habitat and societies" section may highlight the economic and social cost-
benefit of the habitats of traditional societies and those inherited from so-called modern societies. 
Other papers may highlight the particularities of cross-border habitats that result from the 
linguistic, cultural and historical continuum of communities artificially shared by border lines. 
 
 
 
 



Axis 2 : Habitats and public policy in Africa 
After the economic austerity plans in which African States abandoned urban development in favor 
of private sector actors, international institutions such as the World Bank, the International 
Monetary Fund and UN-Habitat recommend public policies with technical interventions in urban 
areas. In French-speaking countries, a periodization of housing policy highlights three distinct 
moments, namely "an initial period of state intervention leading to the construction of housing 
estates, followed by the withdrawal of public actors in the name of "structural adjustments", before 
a recent return to urban intervention giving pride of place to private investors, in which the rise of 
social housing now seems to be based on small-scale participatory experiments (Biehler Alexandra 
et al., 2016).   
While many studies have taken stock of housing policies in specific countries or regions of Africa 
and in one or two of these periods, it is rare to devote an academic colloquium to Africa over the 
three periods and to analyze policies in the field of housing. This is one of the aims of this 
colloquium on sustainable housing in Africa by the University of Constantine 3 of Algeria in 
partnership with African universities and other partners from the North. The cross-reading of 
housing policies from the period of independence to the present day, 8 years before the end of the 
SDGs, will allow us to take stock of the progress made and to consider the prospects. 
 
Axis 3 : Habitat, secondary cities and ignored urban spaces 
Under the rubric of the link between urban centers and habitat diversity, the literature has focused 
heavily on large cities and African capitals, largely ignoring the habitats and functionality of 
secondary cities. The housing crisis in African capitals is often generalized to African cities. In the 
framework of this conference, the focus will be more on secondary cities than on large cities. The 
aim is to present papers that highlight the potential of secondary cities to find efficient solutions 
to the challenges of urban housing; solutions to be supported by public policies to curb the current 
trends of high densification of African capitals and large cities. This is why the papers in this section 
are intended to highlight the primacy indices of the cities studied and indicate, in a comparative 
approach, the diversity of challenges between urban agglomerations in the same country in relation 
to habitats and comparative advantages. The aim is to determine the extent of the social, territorial 
and/or energy challenges specific to the urban centers studied and to propose sustainable, inclusive 
and resilient responses. 
 
Axis 4 : Sustainable housing and energy transition in Africa  
Energy is perceived as the "key to development in Africa", which is obvious given the very different 
levels of development and well-being in the world. The level of control and use of energy, whether 
fossil or renewable, are the main bases or sources of this differentiation between continents, within 
each continent between regions and sub-regions. In Africa, within each country, the differentiation 
in access and use is also clearly visible between capital cities, megacities and secondary urban 
centers. Investments in fossil fuels are both economically and environmentally costly.  
This theme is in line with the first aspiration of the African Union's 2063 agenda: "a prosperous 
Africa driven by inclusive growth and sustainable development" (African Union Commission, 
2015).  
The papers in this axis could make a progress analysis for policy measures, public or private 
initiatives in a country of Africa. It is about analyzing the logic and scale of construction of housing 
for populations that take into account the green economy, local materials or facilities that favor 
renewable energy. 
Overall, the central theme is sustainable habitat. Thus, all other communications establishing links 
between this theme and related fields and which are in line with the different national, regional and 
international agendas will be accepted.  
Regional collaborative research using the comparative approach will be particularly favored.  
 



 
CALENDAR : 
- Call for papers : April 25, 2022 
- Receipt of abstracts : June20, 2022 
- Notification of acceptance of abstracts : June30, 2022  
- Complete text of communications : August 30, 2022 
- Organization of the conference : October 3 and 4, 2022 
 
IMPORTANT :  
Preliminary conditions for accepting communication texts 
-The standards for drafting texts comply with those in force at the international level. 
- The communications that will be selected will be published in an international journal 
 

Languages of communication : 
- Three languages of communication are accepted: Arabic, English and French.  
- The one-page summary: mention the surname and first name, the institution and the axis, to be 
sent to the following address: 

issha2022@univ-constantine3.dz 
 

Precaution against COVID-19 
Due to the current health context related to the Coronavirus pandemic (COVID 19), the 
conference proceedings could take place online and in person. To this end, access links will be 
provided to each participant whose paper is selected. 
 
REGISTRATION AND PARTICIPATION FEES : 
Teacher researcher : 10000da 
Doctoral/student : 5000da 
 
HONORARY PRESIDENT : 
Pr BOURAS Ahmed, Rector of University Constantine 3, Algeria.   
   
PRESIDENT OF THE SYMPOSIUM : 
Dre . NAIT AMAR Nadra, University Constantine 3, Algeria.     
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